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I, LOY W. HE’LEKSON, state that during the years 
1936, 1937 ard the first nalt of 1932 I served as First 
Secretary of the Auerican Embassy at /.oscow. At times 
during this period, in the absence of the American 
Ambassador, I w Charge a'sftaires ed interim at Moscow. 

svacity as Charge d'Affaires, or 4s First 
Secretary of the Embassy, I had numerous conversations 
with Mr. SHIGLMITSU while the latter was Japanese 
Ambassador to vhe Soviet Union. AS & result of these 
conversations, as well as of telks of & personal nature, 
I came to the firm belief that “r. SHIGEMITSU was out of 
sympathy with the eapansionist and aggressive policies 
of the Ja,;anese militarists and was deeply concerned lest 
their growing influence might involve Japan in a world war; 


that he was endeavoring to prevail upon his Government 


not to foilow an eapansi-nist policy or to look upon war, 


or the threat of war SS 4 lesitimate means for attain 
political objectives; and that he was sincerely striving 
to bring about a liquidation by (riendly negotiation of 
the differences existing at that time between the U.S.S.R. 
and Japan. Mr. SHIGENITSU was frank during the course of 


our various conversations in condemning the aggressive 
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policies of the Javanese militarists toward China and 


in deploring the tendencies of the Japanese Government 
to cooperate with the Axis powers rather than with the 
great democracies of the \est, 

During my association with Mr. SHIGEMITSU I came 
to heve the highest regard for him becaise I believed 
him.to be & m6n of personal integrity and idealism, 

& belief which was shared by most members of the 


Auerican Embassy at Moscow. 


(Signed) Loy W. Hendersdn 


washington, D.C. 
December 23, 1946. 
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